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CÔTE D’IVOIRE

Cherif Ousmane, a top Ivorian rebel commander, leads his troops over the Cavally River during a patrol, 
17 May 2003.
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CÔTE D’IVOIRE

OVERVIEW

After the death of founding

President Félix Houphouet-Boigny

on 7 December 1993, Côte d’Ivoire

plunged into a power struggle and

recurrent political instability. Contro-

versies over restrictive nationality

laws and their implications for eligi-

bility to national elections, which

resulted in the disqualification of

prominent leaders such as Alassane

Ouattara of the Rally of Republicans

(Rassemblement des républicains,

RDR), served to heighten tensions,

which culminated in the overthrow

of President Henri Konan Bédié by

General Robert Gueï in December

1999. Deadly clashes followed the

disputed results of the 2000 presiden-

tial elections.1 The Ivorian Supreme

Court eventually declared Laurent

Gbagbo the winner over the main

contender, General Gueï. The situa-

tion, however, remained danger-

ously volatile. 

On 19 September 2002, a group of

about 800 soldiers from the Ivorian

National Armed Forces (Forces armées

nationales de Côte d’Ivoire, FANCI)

launched a coup attempt against

President Gbagbo, during which

General Gueï was killed. After failing

to capture Abidjan, the country’s

commercial capital, the mutineers

retreated northward to the city of

Bouaké, about 100 km north of the

political capital Yamoussoukro, where

they were joined by disgruntled sol-

diers and civilians. In late September,

they formed the Patriotic Movement

of Côte d’Ivoire (Mouvement patrio-

tique de Côte d’Ivoire, MPCI).2 French

troops prevented rebels from seizing

either capital, but the MPCI captured

other cities in the northern and cen-

tral regions. The group finally

declared a ceasefire on 17 October

2002. On 28 November 2002, how-

ever, two other rebel groups

emerged—the Ivorian Popular

Movement for the Great West

(Mouvement populaire ivoirien du

Grand Ouest, MPIGO), and the

Movement for Justice and Peace

(Mouvement pour la justice et la

paix, MJP) and seized cities in the

western region. Eventually, on 13

January 2003 in Lomé, the MJP and

the MPIGO concluded a ceasefire

with the Ivorian government. 

On 24 January 2003, in Linas-

Marcoussis, France, the three rebel

groups reached an accord with all

major Ivorian political parties to
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create a new ‘government of national

reconciliation’ that incorporated

representatives of the rebel move-

ments, now unified under the

umbrella name ‘Forces nouvelles’.

The government of reconciliation’s

programme included preparing

transparent national elections,

investigating human rights viola-

tions, organizing the disarmament,

demobilization, and reintegration

(DDR) of ex-rebels, as well as restruc-

turing the 20,000-strong 3 FANCI.4

On 4 April 2004, the UN Operation

in Côte d’Ivoire (ONUCI) was estab-

lished with a mandate to monitor the

ceasefire and to assist the new gov-

ernment in the DDR process.5 The

1,300-strong Economic Community

of West African States (ECOWAS)

Mission in Côte d’Ivoire (ECOMICI)

was quickly ‘blue-hatted’ to help

establish ONUCI, whose mandated

strength is 6,240.6 An estimated 4,000

French troops are stationed outside

the UN mission, but may provide

support to ONUCI as a rapid inter-

vention force.7

The implementation of the Linas

Marcoussis agreement was slow and

difficult, however, and this caused

the suspension of Forces nouvelles

participation in the government of

reconciliation in September 2003 and

again in March 2004.8 West African

leaders, ECOWAS, and the United

Nations mediated a series of meet-

ings between the Marcoussis signa-

tories in an effort to relaunch the

peace process. This resulted in the

signing of the so-called Accra III

agreement on 30 July and in the gov-

ernment of reconciliation resuming

its functions. Accra III called on

President Gbagbo to undertake con-

stitutional reforms expanding eligi-

bility to the presidency by the end of

September, with all parties commit-

ting themselves to starting DDR by

15 October 2004.9 Neither deadline

was respected, however, and the Forces

nouvelles ministers suspended their

participation on 28 October 2004.10

ARMED GROUPS

Patriotic Movement of Côte
d’Ivoire (MPCI)

Origins/composition: 

The rebel group formed shortly after

the 19 September 2002 coup attempt

for the express purposes of forcing

the resignation of President Gbagbo;

holding inclusive national elections;

reviewing the constitution; and 

ending southern domination.11
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Movement members initially consisted

of army mutineers involved in the

September 2002 coup attempt.12 A

number of northerners enrolled after

the MPCI gained control of the north-

ern half of the country. Members of

western ethnic groups, such as the

Yacouba 13 and foreigners from Mali

and Burkina Faso, also joined.14 The

MPCI also allegedly recruited Liberian

combat veterans from refugee camps

in Ghana.15 MPCI members had

increased from 800 combatants in

2002 to approximately 5,000 in early

2003 16 after it folded with the MJP

and the MPIGO into the Forces nou-

velles umbrella coalition. By late 2003,

the MPCI had reportedly grown to

7,000–10,000 fighters and included

more than 1,000 traditional ‘dozo’

hunters recruited from northern

Burkina Faso, Côte d’Ivoire, and

Mali.17

Leadership: 

Guillaume Soro, an ex-leader of the

Student and School Federation of

Côte d’Ivoire (Fédération estudi-

antine et scolaire de Côte d’Ivoire

(FESCI) student association (see

Young Patriots), is the MPCI’s poli-

tical leader and general secretary.

Louis Dacoury-Tabley is another

important political leader—until 1999,

Gbagbo’s right-hand man and for-

merly an influential member of the

Ivorian president’s Front Populaire

Ivoirien (FPI).18 Several local mili-

tary commanders hold prominent

positions––among them, Chérif

Ousmane, the ‘strong man’ of

Bouaké. Most MPCI commanders

were originally members of the

FANCI or were under the orders of

Sergent Chef Ibrahim Coulibaly (also

known as ‘IB’) in the presidential

guard under the Gueï junta. Through-

out 2001–02, many were exiled to

Ouagadougou.19

Areas of control/activity: 

Northern and central regions of the

country, in particular the towns of

Bouaké and Korhogo. 

Sources of financing/support: 

The MPCI used resources from

territory seized (cocoa, cotton) to

finance its rebellion.20 Financial sup-

port also reportedly came from for-

mer Liberian President Charles

Taylor,21 wealthy businessmen close

to Ouattara’s RDR, political-financial

networks close to the president of

Burkina Faso, and French multina-

tionals and cocoa traders.22 In 2002

and 2003, numerous reports pointed

the finger at Burkina Faso as backing

the MPCI.23 Dacoury-Tabley, in par-

ticular, visited Ouagadougou before

the coup, and had developed close
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relations with Burkinabe President

Blaise Compaoré during the years

when the latter financed the FPI.24

Some funds came from armed rob-

beries—in particular, hold-ups at

branches of the Banque Centrale des

Etats de l’Afrique de l’Ouest (BCEAO).

On 27 August 2002, in Abidjan, the

MPCI seized more than CFA Franc 

2 billion (USD 3.87 million).25

Status: 

Following the Linas-Marcoussis peace

agreement on 24 January 2003, the

group joined the Forces nouvelles

umbrella coalition, which it now

largely dominates.

Ivorian Popular Movement for
the Great West (MPIGO)

Origins/composition: 

On 28 November 2002, the MPIGO

emerged in the west of the country to

avenge the death of General Gueï 26

and to defend the rights of the

Yacouba ethnic group.27 A number of

Liberian President Charles Taylor’s

most senior commanders organized

the group, which also included

Ivorians who had previously fought

for General Gueï.28 The MPIGO was

mainly composed of English-speak-

ing Yacouba,29 many of them Sierra

Leoneans and Liberians.30 The group

claimed they were not bound by the

October 2002 ceasefire signed

between the MPCI and the govern-

ment. In 2003, the total combined

strength of the MPIGO and the MJP

was estimated at approximately

2,000.31

Leadership: 

N’dri N’Guessan, also known as

Felix Doh (MPIGO), signed the

ceasefire agreement of 13 January

2003. Doh was killed in April 2003.32

Areas of control/activity: 

The MPIGO attacked towns and vil-

lages in the western part of the coun-

try,33 and the group controlled the

areas around Binhouye. In November

2002, the insurgents captured the city

of Danane in the western part of Côte

d’Ivoire (near the Liberian border).

They then took control of Bangolo,

which is located 40 km south of Man,34

but failed to capture the port of San

Pedro—vital for the export of cocoa

and coffee.35

Sources of financing/support: 

Charles Taylor’s Liberia allegedly

trained and armed the MPIGO.36

While the MPIGO, the MJP, and the

MPCI often cooperated, analysts

note that Taylor created and actively

supported the MPIGO in order to

create a strategic buffer against the

MPCI. The MPCI had among its
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ranks a number of armed Liberians

who had previously opposed his

presidency.37 Along with his forces,

the Sierra Leonean warlord Sam

Bockarie, who had briefly broken

away from the Revolutionary United

Front (RUF) in Sierra Leone, also

assisted the MPIGO until just after

the death of Felix Doh in April 2003.38

Status: 

The MPIGO signed a ceasefire agree-

ment with the French troops and the

Linas-Marcoussis peace agreement

in January 2003,39 after which it

became part of the Forces nouvelles

coalition.

Movement for Justice and Peace
(MJP)

Origins/composition: 

On 28 November 2002, the MJP

emerged simultaneously alongside

the MPIG; both had very similar

objectives.40 Like the MPIGO, the

group claimed it was not bound by

the October 2002 ceasefire signed

between the MPCI and the govern-

ment. MJP leaders said they broke

from the MPCI after the latter engaged

in peace talks with the government—

although the MJP reportedly retained

close contact with the MPCI leader-

ship 41 and cooperated on a number

of occasions with Soro’s movement.42

The MJP was composed of Sierra

Leoneans and Liberians,43 as well as

traditional ‘dozo’ hunters.44 In 2003,

the total combined strength of the

MPIGO and the MJP was estimated

to be approximately 2,000.45

Leadership: 

Commander Gaspard Déli (MJP)

signed the ceasefire agreement of 13

January 2003.

Areas of control/activity: 

The MJP was present around the

town of Man.46

Sources of financing/support: 

Although Charles Taylor is believed

to have created and backed both the

MPIGO and the MJP,47 the latter was

believed to have very close ties with

the MPCI,48 while the MPIGO was

reported to be closer to Taylor.49

Status: 

In January 2003, the MJP signed a

ceasefire agreement with French

troops and the Linas-Marcoussis

peace agreement,50 and then joined

the Forces nouvelles rebel coalition.

Forces nouvelles

Origins/composition: 

Shortly after the 2003 Linas-

Marcoussis Accord, the MPCI, the

MPIGO, and the MJP joined forces
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under the umbrella Forces nouvelles

movement. In practice, however, the

MPCI largely dominates the group.

This was because the MJP and the

MPIGO were severely weakened fol-

lowing the August 2003 fall of

Liberia’s President Charles Taylor

and because of power struggles

within the Forces nouvelles itself—

particularly between the MPCI and

the MPIGO.51 Between February and

April 2003, the MPCI’s Chérif

Ousmane led several operations to

purge the Forces nouvelles of Taylor-

backed Sierra Leonean and Liberian

mercenaries (who were apparently

committing too many abuses, were

too undisciplined, and were selling

territories to the enemy). This coin-

cided with the controversial killing of

MPIGO leader Felix Doh on 28 April.52

In late 2004, the Forces nouvelles

were at an estimated strength of

20,000 53 to 26,000.54

Leadership: 

Guillaume Soro is the secretary-gen-

eral of the Forces nouvelles. Soro

(MPCI), Gaspard Déli (MJP), and Ben

Souck (MPIGO) signed the Accra III

agreement on 30 July 2004.55 Sergent

Chef Ibrahim (aka ‘IB’) Coulibaly,

a top MPCI military commander

exiled in Burkina Faso and then

France,56 has been Soro’s main oppo-

nent within the Forces nouvelles.

Soro appears to have gained the

upper hand following IB’s arrest in

Paris in August 2003 and deadly

clashes between pro-Soro and pro-IB

factions in Khorogo and Bouaké in

June 2004. These resulted in at least

22 deaths, including that of key IB

backers.57 Following these incidents,

reports circulated that IB had given

up his initially hard-line stance, and

was warming to Gbagbo.58

Areas of control/activity: 

The Forces nouvelles effectively control

and provide basic administrative and

social services in the northern half of

the country, north of the ONUCI-

and French-controlled ‘zone of confi-

dence’. Their main strongholds include

Bouaké (effectively their military

headquarters), Man, and Danane. 

Sources of financing/support: 

Forces nouvelles-administered road-

blocks, with levy fees in the range

USD 180–270 for trucks travelling

from Bouaké to Korhogo, are an

important source of funding.59 Rebels

also stole CFA Franc 20 billion

(worth at the time USD 38.73 million)

from a bank in Bouaké in September

2003,60 which Soro has reportedly

used to provide MPCI members

with a monthly allowance of CFA

Franc 5,000 (USD 9.68).61
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Status: 

Active.

Group of Patriots for Peace
(GPP/CPP/FLN)

Origins/composition: 

The Group of Patriots for Peace

(Groupe des patriotes pour la paix,

GPP), also known as Convention des

patriotes pour la paix (CPP) or Front

de libération nationale (FLN), is an

umbrella organization comprising

half a dozen pro-government mili-

tias 62 that emerged during the

September 2002 crisis to support

President Gbagbo. Although the

group is believed to include some

members of the Bété, President

Gbagbo’s ethnic group,63 experts

point out that the GPP is not as ethni-

cally oriented as other militia groups,

such as the FSCO or the FLGO (see

below).64 In late 2003, it was esti-

mated that the GPP was made up of

some 6,000 young Ivorian men

organized into units of 500–700.65

Leadership: 

Moussa Touré Zeguen and Charles

Groguhé (an ex-FESCI leader).66

Areas of control/activity: 

The GPP has been active throughout

southern Côte d’Ivoire, and particu-

larly in Abidjan’s Adjame district. In

early 2005, however, buses report-

edly transported GPP members from

Abidjan to the western part of the

country.67 It is important to note that

these movements coincided with the

28 February 2005 attack on Forces

nouvelles positions in Lougoualé

(north-west of Abidjan) by about 100

armed men belonging to the previ-

ously unheard of Ivorian Movement

for the Liberation of Western Côte

d’Ivoire (Mouvement Ivoirien pour

la Libération de l’Ouest de la Côte

d’Ivoire, MILOCI).68

Sources of financing/support: 

The Ivorian government and security

forces allegedly support the GPP.69

In late October 2004, former FANCI

officers reportedly provided train-

ing, including the handling of mili-

tary firearms, to some 1,600 GPP

volunteers at a training camp situ-

ated in Abidjan’s Adjame district.70

Groguhé has claimed the GPP was

heavily armed and supported by

numerous military and political

elites.71 Zeguen, on the other hand,

claims the GPP is ‘unarmed’,

although he admits that weapons are

‘everywhere’ and easy to find.72

Status: 

Active. The GPP was not part of the

Linas-Marcoussis process,73 but the

Accra III agreement did extend DDR
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coverage to all paramilitaries and

militias.

Front for the Security of the
Centre-West (FSCO)

Origins/composition: 

The 14,000-strong Front for the

Security of the Centre-West (Front

pour la sécurité du Centre-Ouest,

FSCO), is another pro-Gbagbo militia

that emerged following the Sept-

ember 2002 crisis.74 As previously

stated, it includes many Bétés,

President Gbagbo’s ethnic group.75

Although allegedly backed by circles

close to the Ivorian presidency, it

appeared disgruntled in mid-2004

when it threatened to bar Gbagbo’s

entourage from the centre-west town

of Gagnoa.76

Leadership: 

Bertrand Gnatoa.77

Areas of control/activity: 

The FSCO is based in Gagnoa,78 the

closest town to Gbagbo’s home vil-

lage and the Ivorian president’s elec-

toral stronghold.79

Sources of financing/support: 

In March 2004, Gnatoa claimed that

the FSCO received training from the

FANCI.80

Status: 

Active.

Front for the Liberation of the
Great West (FLGO)

Origins/composition: 

The Front for the Liberation of the

Great West (Front pour la Libération

du Grand Ouest, FLGO) is the most

important of several pro-Gbagbo

militias active in the far western part

of the country. It is made up of a mix

of Ivorian and Liberian nationals,81

recruited primarily among the Ivorian

Guéré or Wê in the west of the coun-

try and in Abidjan, and among their

ethnic cousins, the Liberian Krahns

(see MODEL, below).82 Local Guéré

elected officials in Abidjan were

reportedly involved in recruiting

young men for the FLGO.83 The FLGO

is estimated to be 7,000-strong.84

Leadership: 

Mao Gloféi Denis.85

Areas of control/activity: 

The FLGO is active in the far west of

the country, notably in the towns of

Guiglo and Toulépleu.86

Sources of financing/support: 

The Ivorian government and security

forces allegedly support the FLGO.87

Mao Denis is reportedly in regular

contact with the Gbagbo presidency;

he is also third assistant to the mayor

of Guiglo.88 The FLGO allegedly

fought alongside Liberian rebel

PART II

246

SAS ECOWAS PART 2 DEF  26.4.2005  13:01  Page 246



movement MODEL in 2003 in the

final push against Charles Taylor.89

Status: 

Active.

‘Young Patriots’
(FESCI/UPLTCI/COJEP)

Origins/composition: 

‘Young Patriots’ is the umbrella term

for the young Ivorian pro-govern-

ment activists drawn from student

networks such as FESCI,90 as well as

from political parties, including the

ruling FPI.91 The Union for the Total

Liberation of Côte d’Ivoire (Union

pour la libération totale de la Côte

d’Ivoire, UPLTCI) claims to have

more than 70,000 members.92 Other

large movements include the 25,000-

strong Pan-African Congress of Young

Patriots (Congrès panafricain des

jeunes patriotes, COJEP). Although

their leaders usually claim that their

movements are unarmed, they are

closely connected to armed militias

such as the GPP, the FSCO, or smaller

armed units such as the Bees, Gazelles,

Ninjas, and Panthers,93 and their

members represent an important

recruitment pool for these armed

groups. FESCI students, for instance,

were reportedly given weapons and

money and transported from the uni-

versity in assigned public buses just

days before the November 2004 crisis

and the resulting stand-off between

French troops and crowds of Young

Patriots in Abidjan.94 Patriot move-

ments draw their membership from

the large pool of unemployed young

men in the southern half of the coun-

try, who are willing to participate in

protests for small fees ranging from

CFA F 1,000 to 5,000 (USD 2–10).

Recent estimates suggest there may

be as many as 150,000 Young Patriots.95

Leadership: 

Prominent Patriot leaders include

Serge Kuyo (FESCI), Charles Blé

Goudé (COJEP, former FESCI leader

1998–2001), and Eujène Djué (UPLTCI,

former FESCI leader 1994–95). 

Areas of control/activity: 

Young Patriots are present in the

southern half of the country, and

especially in Abidjan. In early 2005,

however, buses reportedly trans-

ported Young Patriots and GPP

members from Abidjan to the west-

ern part of the country, which both

Blé Goudé and Djué had visited

recently, illustrating the volatility in

that region.96 These movements

appeared to coincide with the 28

February 2005 attacks on Forces nou-

velles positions in Lougoualé (north-

west of Abidjan) by about 100 armed
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men belonging to the newly formed

MILOCI, and with the gathering of

500 youths around Bangolo on 1

March.97

Sources of financing/support: 

The Ivorian government and security

forces allegedly provided training

and weapons to Young Patriots.98 In

Abidjan, 15,000 militia members

reportedly received training from

elements of the FANCI as well as

Angolan and Israeli mercenaries.99

Status: 

Active.

Liberian mercenaries
(Lima/MODEL)

Origins/composition: 

The Ivorian army 100 as well as pro-

government militias such as the

FLGO 101 relied on Liberian mercenar-

ies in their fight against the rebels.

French officers refer to these as

‘Lima’ after the radio call sign ‘L’ for

Liberia, a term subsequently used by

the Ivorian government to give the

impression of a gulf between it and

these ‘Liberians’. Liberian mercenar-

ies based in Côte d’Ivoire formed the

backbone of the Movement for

Democracy in Liberia (MODEL, see

Liberia) that emerged in mid-2003 to

fight Charles Taylor alongside the

Liberians United for Reconciliation

and Democracy (LURD).102 Many

fighters were allegedly recruited

from areas close to the Liberian bor-

der (where many Liberian nationals

had lived for several years), includ-

ing the Nicla refugee camp, where

young refugees reportedly were

offered CFA F 10,000 (about USD 17

at the time) to become fighters.103

Most of them were ethnic Krahns

(the Liberian cousins of the Ivorian

Guéré or Wê—see FLGO) who had

fled Liberia after the first civil war of

1989–97.104 In early 2003, an esti-

mated 1,500–3,000 such Liberian

fighters were operating in Côte

d’Ivoire, 1,000 of whom subse-

quently left for Liberia to fight with

MODEL and LURD against Taylor.105

Leadership: 

Liberian mercenaries reportedly served

under the command of pro-govern-

ment militias 106 and the FANCI.107

Areas of control/activity: 

Liberian fighters operated in the

west of the country, where they were

involved in military operations against

the MJP and the MPIGO.108 MODEL

occupied the towns of Toulépleu and

Bloléquin in 2003.109

Sources of financing/support: 

The network of those close to

President Gbagbo financed and sup-
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ported Liberian mercenaries. Gbagbo

is said to have armed Liberians and

contributed to the formation of

MODEL in early 2003.110

Status: 

The demobilization of non-Ivorian

fighters was not addressed in the

Linas-Marcoussis agreement.111 While

most Liberian mercenaries are believed

to have returned to Liberia in mid-

2003 to fight in that country’s civil

war 112 and have since enrolled in that

country’s DDR programme, Ivorian

groups such as the FLGO reportedly

still included a number of Liberian

fighters as of mid-2004.113 In 2004, a

number of MODEL fighters were

said to have turned to gold, rubber,

and wood trafficking around Guiglo.114

SMALL ARMS AND LIGHT
WEAPONS

Stockpiles

Small arms: 

MJP holdings include a wide array of

small arms, including AK-47s, MAT-49s,

PPShs, semi-automatic rifles such as the

MAS49 or the FN M1949, and Colt-

type revolvers.115 MPCI and MPIGO

stockpiles are believed to contain

weapons similar to that of the MJP’s.116

Liberian mercenaries were reportedly

armed with AK-47s,117 while GPP

members have been spotted carrying

12-gauge shotguns as well as AK-47

assault rifles.118 In the western part of

the country, pro-government militias

such as the FLGO reportedly use 12-

gauge shotguns and other small arms.119

Light weapons: 

The MPCI appears to have anti-tank

grenade launchers and surface-to-air

and surface-to-surface missiles.120 The

MPCI also obtained artillery for air

defence in October 2002.121

Sources

Domestic: 

Many rebel group weapons come

from captured government

armouries.122 The MPCI claimed to

have seized army weapons stocked

in Bouaké, Korhogo, as well as arms

hidden by deserting soldiers in

2000.123 Pro-government militias have

obtained weapons from Ivorian secu-

rity services. The International Crisis

Group reports that militia groups

involved in the March 2004 violent

repression of an opposition rally had

received weapons from police com-

missariats. Ninety-five per cent of

these weapons were subsequently

returned to the presidential palace.124
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Although there is no information

available on the local manufacture of

small arms, there are reports that

Ghanaian blacksmiths have been

‘invited’ to Côte d’Ivoire to demon-

strate their gun-making skills.125

Foreign: 

Allegations point to Burkina Faso as

one MPCI weapons source. Accord-

ing to the International Crisis Group,

‘Western intelligence services have

proof that a portion of the arms used

in the original attacks came from the

Burkinabe Presidential Guard stocks’.126

Most MPIGO and MJP arms came

from Monrovia under Taylor’s presi-

dency.127 Ex-MODEL fighters report-

edly cross the militia-patrolled border

between Liberia into Côte d’Ivoire to

exchange their weapons for motorcy-

cles.128 The UN Security Council

imposed an arms embargo on Côte

d’Ivoire on 15 November 2004,129

which was further strengthened on

1 February 2005.130 

Recovered

DDR: 

The government of national reconcil-

iation’s National Commission for

DDR (Commission nationale de

désarmement, de démobilisation, et

de réinsertion, CNDDR) is in charge

but DDR had still not started as of

December 2004. In October of that

same year, the CNDDR estimated that

about 30,000 armed combatants would

take part, including 26,000 Forces

nouvelles and 4,000 FANCI.131 In

addition, the CNDDR estimated that

10,000 militia members would need

to be included in the initiative.132 While

the Accra III accord provides for the

participation of paramilitaries and

militias in DDR, one major challenge

will be how to deal with Liberian

combatants remaining in Côte d’Ivoire.

Other: 

In late October 2004, the Forces nou-

velles announced the seizure of a

large consignment of weapons and

ammunition in Bouaké, including

some 80 AK-47 assault rifles, nine

RPG-7s, and 20 hand grenades, which

they accused President Gbagbo of

sending to supporters of Ibrahim ‘IB’

Coulibaly.133 In March 2003, French

forces confiscated 72 AK-47 assault

rifles from Lima fighters in Bangolo.

These weapon types were found to

match those used by the Ivorian

National Security Forces.134
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HUMAN SECURITY ISSUES

CAFF

Extent of recruitment: 

Reports indicate the MPCI, the MPIGO,

and the MJP all recruited and used

children associated with fighting

forces (CAFF). Human rights organi-

zations reported a strong presence of

Liberian child combatants, particu-

larly among those groups fighting in

the west of the country.135 In January

2003, the United Nations expressed

fears that Ivorian rebels could recruit

Burkinabe children.136 Government

armed forces also allegedly recruited

children from Liberian groups MODEL

and LURD, as well as from refugee

camps and transit centres in Abidjan

and Nicla.137 Discussions undertaken

by UNICEF and Save the Children in

2003 suggested that the MPCI, the

MPIGO, and the MJP agreed in

principle to demobilize CAFF.138 In

October 2004 UNICEF had identified

some 3,000 CAFF affiliated with the

Forces nouvelles for participation in

the DDR programme.139

Functions: 

CAFF reportedly played ‘supporting

roles’ in the fighting.140

Displacement

IDPs: 

As of October 2003, there were an

estimated 500,000 to 800,000 inter-

nally displaced persons (IDPs) in

Côte d’Ivoire;141 by October 2004, the

Global IDP Project estimated that the

lower end of 500,000 IDPs was likely

more accurate, with 350,000 now

identified.142

Refugees abroad: 

During the fighting in 2002–03, some

20,000 Ivorian nationals fled to Liberia;

2,000 to Guinea; 1,000 to Mali; and

nearly 2,000 as asylum seekers to

industrialized countries. An estimated

80,000 immigrants who lived in Côte

d’Ivoire also fled the country.143 As of

October 2004, Côte d’Ivoire had some

65,000 refugees living abroad.144

Refugees hosted: 

About 50,000 refugees from other

countries, mostly Liberia, remained

in Côte d’Ivoire in 2003.145

Other violations or abuses

Killings, rape, and torture: 

There exist numerous reports of rebel

groups, government armed forces,

and pro-government militias killing

civilians 146 during the conflict 147 and

following the Linas-Marcoussis talks.148
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A number of NGOs and news reports

have documented the discovery of

mass graves containing up to 120

bodies.149 Amnesty International has

accused the MPCI of killing dozens

of paramilitaries and children in

October 2002.150 Liberians and Sierra

Leoneans fighting for the MPIGO

and the MJP reportedly perpetrated

acts of indiscriminate violence,

killings, and pillaging throughout

the west of the country.151 Pro-gov-

ernment militias are accused of

killings,152 especially of immi-

grants,153 and were allegedly involved

in the bloody repression of an oppo-

sition rally in March 2004 154 during

which 200 were killed and 400

wounded.155 Pro-government militias

have been accused of torture,156 espe-

cially of immigrants.157 Sexual vio-

lence and exploitation are reportedly

widespread, particularly owing to

the fact that conflict has forced many

families to separate—thus leaving

women and children on their own

and without protection.158 In 2003,

Young Patriot militias reportedly

harassed and assaulted peasant

farmers of foreign origin (Burkinabe

and other West African migrants) in

the west and south-west of the coun-

try,159 as well as residents of several of

Abidjan’s quartiers populaires such as

Abobo, Adjame, Koumassi, Marcoury,

and Yopougon.160 According to Human

Rights Watch, in the western region

Liberian forces and government and

rebel fighters have all set upon civil-

ians and perpetrated executions, rape,

forced labour, looting, and other

crimes.161 Pro-government militia

human rights abuses continued into

late 2004, with incidents in Abidjan,

Yamassoukro, Bloléquin, Guiglo, Tai,

and other locations.162

Other: 

A UN commission described the

bloody government crackdown of the

March 2004 opposition rally as ‘the

indiscriminate killing of innocent

civilians and the committing of mas-

sive human rights violations’ and as

‘a carefully planned and executed

operation by the security forces, i.e.

the police, the gendarmerie, the army,

as well as special units and the so-

called parallel forces, under the direc-

tion and responsibility of the highest

authorities of the State’.163 In January

2005, the United Nations confirmed

that it had drawn up a list of people

accused of human rights abuses in

Côte d’Ivoire. Although the official

list had not been released as of mid-

February 2005, Radio France

Internationale (RFI) reported that

it contained 95 names, including
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President Gbagbo’s wife (Simone

Gbagbo) and defence and security

advisor Bertin Kadet, COJEP leader

Charles Blé Goude, and Forces nou-

velles leader Guillaume Soro.164 

OUTLOOK

The peace process experienced a

serious setback on 4 November 2004,

when President Gbagbo launched an

offensive against the rebel-held north

and the city of Bouaké in particular.

The presence of French soldiers added

another dimension to the conflict.

Politicians exploited their advantage

by inflaming anti-French passions,

which were further fuelled when

French soldiers killed at least 20 peo-

ple by firing into an angry crowd in

Abidjan.165 Following an Ivorian

offensive that left nine French sol-

diers dead, the French contingent

destroyed the entire Ivorian air force

on the ground.166

As of late 2004, the country

remained effectively divided into

two zones, and the disarmament of

combatants appeared improbable in

the absence of an unexpected polit-

ical breakthrough. South African

President Thabo Mbeki secured

promises from all sides to restore the

peace process, but, as of December

2004, mistrust still permeated negoti-

ations.167 As the International Crisis

Group noted, ‘the political impasse is

exceptionally lucrative for almost

everyone except ordinary citizens’.

This complicated efforts to restore

peace and to bring widespread pros-

perity to the country.168 In light of the

renewed fighting throughout the

country, ONUCI’s force commander

asked for a new mandate providing

for broader powers.169 UN Special

Representative to Côte d’Ivoire,

Albert Tevoedjre, resigned, citing

lack of progress towards peace.170

Increased international pressure

following the November 2004 vio-

lence resulted in President Gbagbo’s

late December 2004 decision to ban

street marches and demonstrations

in Abidjan until June 2005. It also

resulted in the Ivorian National

Assembly’s decision to adopt key

provisions of the Linas-Marcoussis

Agreement, including a contentious

amendment to article 35 of the

Constitution relating to the eligibility

of candidates to the presidency.171

President Gbagbo has stated his

intention to submit the proposed

constitutional amendment to a national

referendum 172 but it is unclear

whether these signs of progress will
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be pursued should international

attention evaporate.173 Furthermore,

the presence of an estimated 150,000

Young Patriots in the southern part

of the country represents a significant

threat to the country, as they vastly

outnumber the 45,000 troops of the

FANCI and Forces nouvelles com-

bined.174

As of mid-April 2005, Mbeki-led

mediation resulted in hopeful signs

of progress, however, including a

commitment from all parties to start

disarming in mid-May, and President

Gbagbo’s decision to allow Alassane

Ouattara to participate in the October

2005 presidential elections.

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

BCEAO Banque Centrale des

Etats de l’Afrique de

l’Ouest 

CAFF Children associated

with fighting forces

CNDDR Commission nationale

de désarmement, de

démobilisation, et de

réinsertion 

COJEP Congrès panafricain 

des jeunes patriots 

CPP Convention des patriotes

pour la paix 

DDR Disarmament, demobi-

lization, and reintegration

ECOMICI ECOWAS Mission in

Côte d’Ivoire

ECOWAS Economic Community

of West African States

FANCI Forces armées

nationales de Côte

d’Ivoire 

FESCI Fédération estudiantine

et scolaire de Côte

d’Ivoire 

FLGO Front pour la Libération

du Grand Ouest 

FLN Front de libération

nationale 

FPI Front Populaire Ivoirien 

FSCO Front pour la sécurité

du Centre-Ouest 
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GPP Groupe des patriotes

pour la paix

IDP Internally displaced 

person

LURD Liberians United for

Reconciliation and

Democracy 

MILOCI Mouvement Ivoirien

pour la Libération de

l’Ouest de la Côte

d’Ivoire 

MJP Mouvement pour la 

justice et la paix 

MODEL Movement for

Democracy in Liberia

MPCI Mouvement patriotique

de Côte d’Ivoire 

MPIGO Mouvement populaire

ivoirien du Grand Ouest 

ONUCI United Nations

Operation in Côte

d’Ivoire

RDR Rassemblement des

républicains 

RFI Radio France

Internationale 

RUF Revolutionary United

Front

UNICEF United Nations

Children’s Fund

UPLTCI Union pour la libération

totale de la Côte d’Ivoire 
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