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etween 1997 and 2006, the

Central African Republic

(CAR) hosted four interna-
tional peacekeeping operations and
witnessed conflicts in neighbouring
states that have routinely made inter-
national headlines. Yet relatively little
literature exists on the country. This
study has relevance far beyond the
troubled, landlocked nation that is
its subject. It challenges many wide-
ly held assumptions about security
sector reform (SSR) that have conti-
nental and global implications. The
study also provides a richer context
for acquiring a better understanding
of continuing threats to peace and
security throughout the region. It
underscores how conflicts are inter-
related and how progress in one
country can harm other countries if
proper attention is not paid.

CAR—a country spanning 623,000
square km (somewhat larger than
Portugal and Spain combined)—has
fared poorly and experienced consid-
erable turmoil since gaining independ-
ence from France in 1960. Its 3.9 million
citizens are among the poorest people
in the world. There have been four
coups d’état (and many more attempted
coups), the latest on 15 March 2003,
when former military Chief of Staff

—)

Gen. Frangois Bozizé

overthrew elected Presi-
dent Ange-Félix Patassé.

small Despite these upheav-
arms als, the proliferation and
survey

use of small arms did not
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play a prominent role in the country’s
misfortune until 1982. It was then,
after a failed coup attempt, that non-
state actors in CAR began to take
receipt of arms from abroad. The
change in government in Chad in
1982 also had serious ramifications
for CAR, including the movement of
armed personnel across the border.
The 1980s and early 1990s witnessed
a number of coup attempts, suspected
coup attempts, and relatively small-
scale violence involving dissatisfied
factions and the Forces armées centraf-
ricaines (Central African Armed Forces,
FACA) (Kalck, 1992, pp. xliv-1v).
The situation deteriorated sharply
after 1995. In 1996 elements of the
FACA mutinied, resulting in the loot-
ing of the arms depot at the Kassai
barracks in the capital, Bangui. The
following year many more thousands
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of weapons flooded CAR when Zairian
President Mobutu Sese Seko was over-
thrown. More weapons entered CAR
two years later when the Ugandan-
supported rebel group the Mouvement
de libération du Congo (Movement
for the Liberation of the Congo, MLC)
of Jean-Pierre Bemba defeated the
Forces armées congolaises (Congolese
Armed Forces, FAC) of Mobuto’s
successor Laurent-Désiré Kabila, in
the north of the DRC, along its border
with CAR. Chad introduced more
weapons still into CAR by supporting
former FACA Chief of Staff Francois
Bozizé in his 17-month struggle against
Central African President Ange-Félix
Patassé. Bozizé succeeded in over-
throwing Patassé in March 2003.

This book comprises four parts.
The first examines small arms avail-
ability and distribution with respect
to state and non-state actors in CAR.
The second looks at small arms flows
and trafficking, both direct transfers
from states and indirect transfers
from states and armed groups. The
third assesses the impacts of small
arms use and availability. The fourth
analyses the various disarmament
efforts undertaken in CAR in recent
years. An Epilogue (by Louisa N.
Lombard) covers events through the
beginning of 2007.

Below are the main findings.

B Armed elements in CAR seriously
outgun government forces (with
the exception of the presidential
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