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            In the first-ever continental analysis of illicit arms flows in Africa, the African Union Commission and the Small Arms Survey identify the scale, availability, characteristics, and supply patterns of illicit small arms in Africa. 


The African Union (AU) Master Roadmap of Practical Steps to Silence the Guns in Africa by Year 2020 was adopted in January 2017 and sets out practical steps to address the underlying drivers of conflict as well as the tools and enablers of violence. Preventing the illicit flows of weapons within Africa, including to conflict zones, is a vital component of the AU Roadmap, and this report aims to provide AU member states with a synthesis of relevant information on the topic.


Weapons Compass: Mapping Illicit Small Arms Flows in Africa finds that cross-border trafficking by land is the most prominent type of illicit arms flow affecting countries on the continent. The weapons trafficked comprise both those sourced from within the continent—such as legacy weapons recycled from earlier conflicts and weapons diverted from national stockpiles—as well as arms sourced from other parts of the world, including embargo-breaking transfers from the Middle East and Eastern Europe. 


The report provides practical recommendations for AU member states to tackle illicit arms flows by noting specific assessments that can be generated to fill knowledge gaps; practical guidance and tools to develop; and ways in which to support and coordinate the implementation of those recommended actions.


Available in:  ARABIC | ENGLISH | FRENCH | PORTUGUESE


Have your say about Small Arms Survey resources: take 5 minutes to fill out our questionnaire.



      

  
      

    
      

        Keywords:
  
                  AU
                Illicit trafficking
                Roadmap
      
  


    

  
      
    
  
    Download

              
 SAS-AU-Weapons-Compass.pdf


          


    

  







    

  



                
              
                                  

        

          

          
        
          
        

        
            
    
  
    
      
      
    

  


  
      Join Our Mailing List

    
      
      
            To receive regular alerts about Small Arms Survey publications, news, and project-specific announcements:








join







 


 














 


 


 




 




      
    

  


  
      Contact Us

    
      
      
            Maison de la Paix, Chemin Eugène-Rigot 2E

1202 Geneva, Switzerland


t +41 22 908 5777


GENERAL


news@smallarmssurvey.org


MEDIA


media@smallarmssurvey.org



      
    

  


  

        
        
        
        

      

        
              
                      
              
              
              
                
    
  
    
      
      
            



      
    

  


            
  Footer menu

  

        
        	
                          Who We Are

                                  	
                          Vision and Mission
                      
	
                          Our Team
                      
	
                          Governance
                      
	
                          Funding and Finance
                      
	
                          Our Partners
                      
	
                          Vacancies
                      


  
              


  


  

            
  Footer1

  

        
        	
                          What We Do

                                  	
                          Data and Analytics
                      
	
                          Policy and Capacity Support
                      
	
                          Projects
                      


  
              


  


  

            
  Footer2

  

        
        	
                          Databases

                      
	
                          Resource Library

                      
	
                          News

                                  	
                          Highlights
                      
	
                          Events
                      
	
                          Podcasts
                      


  
              


  


  

            
  Footer3

  

        
        	
                          Contact

                      


  


  

  

            

          
        

                  
              
    
  
    
      
      
            © Small Arms Survey Privacy | Terms of Use


Site By: PASTPRESENTFUTURE



      
    

  


  

          

                  
  








  


    
    


  