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As has been demonstrated throughout this chapter, the global trade in small arms and light weapons—and our 

understanding of this trade—has increased significantly in recent years. After adjusting for inflation, small arms and 

light weapons transfers reported to UN Comtrade increased by 28 per cent from 2000 to 2006, totalling just under 

USD 3 billion in 2006. The value of firearms exports alone, as reported to UN Comtrade, was nearly USD 1.44 billion. 

Our 53-country assessment of other data sources suggests that this data under-represents the actual trade in firearms 

by at least USD 140 million, which increases the estimated total for the documented trade in firearms to USD 1.58 

billion. While the USD 140 million difference between the UN Comtrade total and the Small Arms Survey’s revised 

estimate is relatively minor in dollar value terms, it represents tens of thousands of weapons, including sniper rifles, 

machine guns, and assault rifles—the weapons of choice for many violent extremist groups and criminals. Our assess-

ment also revealed several persistent data gaps that, if filled, would probably add at least USD 100 million—representing 

the transfer of thousands of weapons—to the current estimate of approximately USD 1.58 billion.  

These data gaps, and the inherent differences among the markets for small arms, light weapons, parts, accesso-

ries, and ammunition, preclude a definitive assessment of the broader trade. Nonetheless, some tentative conclusions 

about the value of small arms and light weapons trade can be drawn from our findings. Assuming that light weapons49 

are under-reported to UN Comtrade to the same extent as military firearms, and given the high unit cost of the 

guided missiles fired by some light weapons,50 the total figure for small arms and light weapons transfers would 

probably increase by hundreds of millions or billions of dollars if these transfers were included.51 A clearer picture 

of the entire trade in small arms and light weapons will emerge over the next few years as the Small Arms Survey 

systematically assesses the trade in ammunition, parts and accessories, and light weapons. 


