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METHODOLOGY

Before undertaking a strategy for peace and disarmament education, it was important for WGWR to
understand more deeply the situation on violence and the presence

of wesponsin Cambodias schools. Consequently the Public In Carbadia Seondary Sthod

Education team of WGWR conducted a basdline survey. The indGtes gadkes 7-9 (approxinetdy

following strategies were used in the target areas of Kampong Thom | gom 12-15), and Hich Sthad

and Kampong Chhnang provinces to collect information: indGtes gades 10-12
(apraximetdy agad 16 — 19). One

Teacher Questionnaire — One hundred teachers from high Patagny shad aperatesin exch

schools, secondary schools and pedagogy schools were interviewed, proinefa primery shad texhas

by the WGWR Provincid Project Coordinators, about (See appendix
onefor breakdown)

attitudes and understanding towards peace and disarmament
situation about violence and weaponsin schools

experience of peace and disarmament education in schools
attitude towards peace and dissrmament education for schools
genera information about teaching

w W W W W

Sudent Questionnaire — Eight Volunteer University students interviewed ninety high school and
secondary school students, about:

§ roleModds

8 fedingsof safety and security

8 experiences of violence and wegpons in schools, home and community

8 concepts of peace and experiences of peace education

8 experiences of problem solving
Small group discussions with School Committees — Sthad Cammittess areampossl o
facilitated by the Provindid Project Coordinators about: interested parents thesthad prindpal

andkey teadherswhodsussises
§ experiences of violence and weaponsin schools rdated tothededqomant o thesthad.

8 ther rolein the school community

Gathering of lessons learned - from other Cambodia based organizations with experiencesin peace
education. These induded UNICEF's program with primary school sudents, UNESCO's 'Living
Vaue Program'’ targeting sudents from 3-14, Save the Children Norway's teacher training program
on chalenges, rightsand life skills and Youth for Peace (a Cambodian loca NGO) high school peace
program. (See appendix five).

Collection and review of palice reports — pertaining to the numbers of crimes committed and in
particular, those that included awegpon, and were carried out by high school and secondary school
students.

Collection of basic statistics about provincial educational facilities —which provided a
breakdown of the number of high, secondary and primary schools, kindergartens and pedagogy
schools.



Review of existing school curriculums - for both secondary and high schoolsin the disdplines
of history, mordity, geography, citizenship studies, Khmer Literature and Household studies.

Literature Review — staf collected existing peace education materids used in Cambodia by different
organizations, aswell as materials from other peace related organizations such as Hague Apped for
Peace. Maerids spedificdly induded:

8 Living Vdues: An Educationd Program — Vaues Activities for Children, Ages 3-7 — Khmer
and English versions

8 Living Vdues: An Educationa Program — Vadues Activities for Children, Ages8— 14—
Khmer and English verson

Lesson Learned Workshop — Thirty eight NGO and government representatives came together to
launch the Peace and Disarmament Project in schools, and to share ideas, experiences and lessons
learned from ether working with schoolsin Cambodia or on peace education.

I nformation from the basdine was compiled and analyzed by the WGWR Public Education office.

LIMITATIONSOF THE METHODOLOGY

The qudity of the basdine may have been afected as those envisaging the methodology and process
of the survey were not those directly implementing. For example questionnaires were devdoped by
the Phnom Penh based team and used by provincia based coordinators in conjunction with ateam
of students. Thismeant that on occasion questions were misunderstood by those conducting the
interviews. In these cases, unless the information was of use, the answers were excluded from the
basdline findings.

Naturally working in two languages is another limitation on the understanding of quditative data
collected.

Bearing in mind these limitationsit is the bdief of the WGWR Public Education team that the
following results of the basdline survey are accurate and reflect the current situation of wegpons use
and violence in schools in the two target provinces of Cambodia.



BASELINE FINDINGS

SITUATION OF VIOLENCE IN SCHOOLS

In order to determine the levels and types of violence found in school communities the primary
source of information were teachers. Sudents were dso invited to describe the kinds of violence they
have seen in ther everyday life.

TEACHER'SRESPONSES

§ Violence present in Schools
78% of teachers said yes
20% of teachers sad no
2% of teachers did not answer

§ Frequency of Violencein schools

No violence 20%
0-5 times per month 2%
6-10 times per month 1%
No answer 2%

§ Typesof Violenceindude
(No. of teachers out of 100 interviewed indicated they had seen this type of violencein

school)
Insults 68
Sudents hitting each other 65
Threatening a4
Big brother gangs 14
Discrimination 13
Punishment by ateacher to astudent 11
Teacher hit student 7
Sudents hit teachers 7
Other 4
Shooting 0
STUDENT'SRESPONSES

§ What kind of violence do you see every week?

58 % see theair parents hit each other regularly
85 % of students interviewed regularly see students hitting each other within or near the
school grounds

Examples, provided by high school and secondary students, of the types of violence they
themselves have withessed in the course of their life:



- students beating eech other
- dedruction of platesand pots
- add atack
- forbidding children to contact their friends
- human trafficking
- disputes over rightsto inheritance
- threats with awegpon
- useof rudewords
- biting the other's ear
- hushand hit wife (sometimes drunk and spends all the money)
- rivd fighting'samongst men about woman
- land conflict
- mother curses children
- parents besting children
- Sabs between husband and wife
- Sabs between students
- Insults between husband and wife
- child hits parents
- teacher beat student
- gangsters (bongthant)
- hushand burns wife with gasoline

CONCLUS ON: Thereislittle doubt that violenceis acommon problem in the high schools and
secondary schools of Kampong Chhnang and Kampong Thom. 78% of teachers indicated that
violenceis a problem with the mgority saying it occurs less then five times per month. Sgnificantly
the most common violence identified are insults and threats followed by students hitting or beating
each other. Wha is dso significant isthat violence perpetrated by ‘Big brother’ gangs rated as highly
aswhen ateacher hitsa student.

It isdso dear that students are regularly exposed to awide range of violent actsin their lives. Most
alarming is the high number of studentswho are exposed to violence in their home between their
parents. These high rates of domestic violence corrdate with other NGO findings putting even the
lowest domestic violence ratesfor Cambodiaat 25%.2 (10% is a more common statistic for many
developing countries).

Sudents dso indicate that violence between students a school in the form of hitting or beeting is
commonplace, even more so than what was indicated by teachers.

Thereis no doubt that whether through threat and intimidation or through actua physicd violence
between students, violenceis present and even common in high schools and secondary schools of
Kampong Chhnang and Kampong Thom.

DISCIPLINARY ACTION TAKEN BY TEACHERS

As it is common place in Cambodia for teacher’s to use a stick or to hit thelr students as form of
discipline, it was essentid to raise this question in the basdline survey.

§ 86% of students sad they had been hit by ateacher

1Bongthom literaly “big brother” but is dso a common euphemism for gang members
2 AsaHuman Rights News, ‘CAMBODIA: Debate set for domestic violence draft law-11-11-2002'
http:/ / www.ahrchk.net/ news/ mainfile.php/ ahrcnews 200211/ 2746/




8§  74% of those students who had been hit by ateacher said it hgppened frequently

Sudents explained that punishments by teachers indluded:

twisting ears, hitting of handswith a stick, hitting with astick on any part of the body,
standing on one leg, running around school building, rewriting lessons from abook,
standing at the flag post under the sun, hitting head with abook, hitting with ruler

Corpord punishment was given by ateacher for:

- not learning lessons by heart

- missingclass

- not completing aseat task or exercise (either through tardiness or inability)
- fighting between students

- not respecting ground rules of school

- unpunctudity

- frequent absence from school

- did not participate in maintenance task like cleaning the dassroom or school yard
- did not pay attention during classes

- lacking enough wisdom

- making noisein the class

- wrong spdling

§ 90% of studentsfet the punishment was justified
§ 95% of studentsfet that being hit by their teacher improved their capacity to learn.

By contrast teachers gave the following list asthe most commonly used discplinary actions taken
agang students:

- review lessons by re-writing or re-reading it severd times

- review incorrect words by re-writing severd times

- reciting lessons

- standing up for 10—30 minutes, or running around the school five times
- watering flowers, deaning toilet, mowing grass, cleaning classroom

- makeacontract with parents or sudents about the student's behavior

- sending students out of the dass or out of the school

- requesting students to complete exercises on the board

- giving homework

- requesting student to sng asong

Teachers explained that these punishments were given when students violated the schooal rules.

CONCLUS ON: There was some disparity between the perception of teacher’s and students about
disciplinein schools. Teachers did not readily identify ‘hitting’ asaform of discipline they used, while
students indicated that it was extremdy common in their learning environment. This may be because
teacher’s did not want to admit to using any form of violencein the dassroom given the nature of
the survey and ‘who’ was asking (i.e WGWR). It may dso be that students have exaggerated the
degree to which hitting as form of punishment is used. The survey team believed it more likely the



former as hitting a child; especidly in school is seen as a commonly accepted and legitimate practice
in Cambodia

I nterestingly in aworkshop with teachers in Kampong Thom, where the basdine survey was
presented, they had not identified threats or certain kind of actions such as ear twisting asviolent.
This might account for the difference in results between teacher’s and sudents. Thusit isimportant
to define and chalenge perceptions of violence in any peace education curriculum deveoped by
WGWR.

What ismore alarming isthat hitting of students as ameans to motivating students to learn has
become an accepted practice. Thisis evident in the high numbers of sudents who said they felt that
corpora punishment was both justified and useful to their learning

SECURITY IN SCHOOLS

§ 63% of students sad they fed safeat school.

Sudents fet the safest when the school rules were being respected. They also fdt safe when:
- there were not too many fightsat school
- the sthool is managed by agood director or teachers
- dudentsrespect each other
- schools provide knowledge and training
- teacher'sprovide good advice
- dudentsunderstand the consequence of carrying wegpons
- thereisan asence of ‘big brother’ culture in school
- thereisan Absence of threas and intimidation

§ 30 % of studentsdo not feel safe at school.

Reasonsfor feelings of insecurity amongs sudentsincluded: sabbings and beaingsat
school, robberies especidly bicycle steding, gangstersin the school and glue sniffing
amongd students.

§ 5% of gudentsrefrained from answering the quegtion.

In order to understand more deeply the security situation of students, the survey asked them to
explain their greatest fears.
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