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PART II

ARMED GROUPS AND SMALL ARMS IN ECOWAS MEMBER STATES (1998-2004)
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BENIN

BENIN

OVERVIEW

Following a series of post-independ-
ence military coups, Major Mathieu
Kérékou took power in 1972 and grad-
ually brought Benin to civilian rule.
Although defeated in the 1991 elec-
tions, he returned to power following
peaceful multiparty elections in 1996.!
Today the country benefits from a
political system that has remained
open and pluralistic. Future stability,
however, is to a large extent depend-
ent on the country’s economy, which
is faltering and has contributed to
rising levels of armed banditry and
weapons trafficking.? Kérékou was
re-elected in 2001; the next presiden-

tial elections are slated for 2006.

OUTLOOK

Unlike other countries in the subre-
gion, Benin presently does not have a
serious problem with internal displace-
ment or refugees.’ But small arms-
related insecurity is likely to become
a growing problem. Throughout
2004, banditry was on the rise, with
roadblocks on the highway between

Cotonou and Malanville a major
problem. Though daytime travel is
relatively safe, every night armed
police now escort two convoys up
and down the road because the trip
has otherwise become simply too
dangerous.*

Fortunately—for Benin, at least—
many of the weapons circulating in
the country are not staying there. For
example, United Nations Integrated
Regional Information Networks
(IRIN) reported that in 2002 Benin
intercepted a shipment of 1,000 rounds
of ammunition on its way from
Burkina Faso to Nigeria, and in so
doing arrested the leader of a net-
work involved in the trafficking of
small arms.® Various press reports
suggest, however, that Benin contin-
ues to be a transit point for arms and
ammunition entering Nigeria.® Indeed,
in August 2003, Nigeria unilaterally
closed its border with Benin in
response to smuggling and armed
robbery concerns.” The border was
subsequently reopened, but the prob-

lem remains.
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