
 
The Small Arms Survey Databases

The Small Arms Survey’s databases cover various key stages of the life cycle of small arms and light 
weapons, including licit transfers and illicit trafficking, stockpiles and holdings, and use. Taken as 
a whole, these databases highlight the multidimensional nature of the issue of armed violence as 
well as the link between small arms and human suffering. They also help in identifying new trends, 
and the geographical areas and populations most affected by small arms-related issues.  

 The Global Firearms Holdings database is a key global reference on the number of firearms held 
by civilians, law enforcement, and the military on a global and national level.

 The Global Violent Deaths database, updated annually, provides a tool for assessing progress in 
implementing SDG Target 16.1. It contains data starting from 2004 and disaggregated by context 
(conflict or not, intentional vs. unintentional homicides), sex, and type of weapon (firearm or 
other), and covers every country and territory in the world.

 The Unplanned Explosions at Munitions Sites database tracks the accidental explosion of 
abandoned, damaged, improperly stored, or properly stored stockpiles of ammunition and  
explosives at munitions sites globally and nationally. It also records information on the number 
of victims per incident, the type of owner (state, non-state, private entity, etc), and the potential 
or confirmed causes of the explosions. 

Follow the Small arms Survey @SmallArmsSurvey

www.linkedin.com/company/small-arms-survey/
www.twitter.com/SmallArmsSurvey
www.facebook.com/SmallArmsSurvey
www.smallarmssurvey.org/multimedia
https://web-cdn.bsky.app/profile/smallarmssurvey.bsky.social
https://www.instagram.com/smallarmssurvey/


Contact details   Nicolas Florquin   e nicolas.florquin@smallarmssurvey.org  w www.smallarmssurvey.org
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QUICK FACTS ON UNPLANNED EXPLOSIONS
AT MUNITIONS SITES (UEMS)
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UEMS incidents and casualties, 1979-2024 - During the period January 1979 to 
December 2024, more than 31,000 casualties resulting from UEMS incidents were 
recorded. The highest number of casualties was recorded in 2002, mainly due to the 
devastating UEMS incident that occurred in Lagos, Nigeria. More recently, the 
incident in Bata, Equatorial Guinea in 2021 caused hundreds of deaths.

This data shows the importance of adopting effective measures to prevent and 
reduce the number of UEMS while mitigating the consequences for the victims of 
these incidents. The adoption of the Global Framework for Through-Life Conventional 
Ammunition Management (GFA) represents an opportunity to enhance the 
prevention and mitigation of UEMS. The UEMS database is a tool to support the 
monitoring of activities designed to implement relevant objectives of the GFA.

Casualties 
per year

Incidents 
per year

CASUALTIES
from January 1979 to 
December 202431,489

INCIDENTS
from January 1979 to 
December 2024674

Data as of
31 December 2024

Comparing casualties per year 
with incidents per year shows 
that the numbers do not always 
correlate.
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Disclaimer: Some incidents reported in conflict-affected countries in recent years have not been included due to 
insufficient information to confirm them as UEMS by the Survey's definition; they may be included later upon verification.
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Global Firearms Holdings

Unplanned Explosions at  
Munitions Sites

Global Violent Deaths

Visit the global databases page

UEMS incidents with the 
largest number of casualties

Percentage of UEMS 
incidents occurring in 
stockpiles held by:

UEMS: Main causes
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27/01/2002    Lagos, Nigeria
04/03/2012    Brazzaville, Republic of Congo
07/07/2011    Abadan, Turkmenistan
22/04/2004    Ryongchon, North Korea
10/04/1988    Rawalpindi, Pakistan
04/06/1988    Arzamas, NIZ, Russian Federation
21/12/1987    Alexandria, Egypt
29/04/2009    Dar es Salaam, Tanzania
07/03/2021    Bata, Equatorial Guinea
22/03/2007    Malhazine, Mozambique
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Data as of 31 December 2024

Average yearly UEMS 
incidents per decade

Average yearly UEMS 
casualties per decade

1980s 1990s 2000s 2010s 2020s

4 11 23 24 11

482 223 1423 895 252

For more information, please contact: Anne-Séverine Fabre (anne-severine.fabre@smallarmssurvey.org)
For media enquiries, please contact: media@smallarmssurvey.org
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