
Pathway to Policy: Integrating Security and Public Health Responses 
to Firearms Trafficking and Violence in the Caribbean

This project aims to improve the quality and availability of relevant data and analysis on matters 
related to firearms proliferation and misuse in the Caribbean. It builds on partnerships with leading 
regional institutions, from research organizations to security and public health stakeholders via 
knowledge sharing and policy prioritization.

Our work intends to:

 Enhance the regional integration of the security and public health responses to firearms  
trafficking and violence

 Create and support an effective pathway from regionally-grown research to evidence-based 
policymaking

 Improve the quality and availability of relevant data and analysis on matters related to regional 
firearms proliferation and misuse

 Engage with regional security, public health, and research stakeholders through knowledge 
sharing and policy prioritization
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Dangerous Devices:  
Privately Made Firearms  
in the Caribbean
Yulia Yarina and Nicolas Florquin 

KEY FINDINGS
• While privately made firearms (PMFs) represent  

a small proportion of all firearm seizures in the 
Caribbean region, the threat appears to be 
growing as police are recovering a range of 
different types of PMFs. 

• Significant seizures of partially finished frames 
and computer numerical control (CNC)-milled 
receivers used to assemble firearms have been 
recorded since April 2023.

• The first reported seizure of 3D-printed firearms 
in the region occurred in August 2023. Seizures 
of 3D-printed firearms and components have 
taken place in at least three countries since, also 
leading to the dismantlement of workshops and 
recovery of 3D printers.

• Seizures of so-called ‘conversion devices’ in 
several countries underscore the particular threat 
they pose to public health in the region, given 
that they can be used to convert semi-automatic 
pistols and rifles to fully automatic weapons, 
thus increasing the risk of multiple injuries.

• Few seized PMFs are identified as such in the 
publicly available reports examined by the Survey, 
which suggests that efforts are needed to improve 
the detection, identification, and monitoring of 
these weapons.

• Death certificates and other public health  
records currently do not always capture detailed 
information about the types of firearms used in 
shootings, including whether they might have 
been PMFs.

W
eapons Com

pass: The Caribbean Firearm
s Study

About the 
Small Arms Survey

About the 
CARICOM Implementation Agency for 
Crime and Security  

The Small Arms Survey is a global centre of excellence whose mandate is to generate 
impartial, evidence-based, and policy-relevant knowledge on all aspects of small arms 
and armed violence. It is the principal international source of expertise, information, and 
analysis on small arms and armed violence issues, and acts as a resource for govern-
ments, policy-makers, researchers, and civil society. It is located in Geneva, Switzerland, 
and is a project of the Graduate Institute of International and Development Studies.

For more information, please visit: www.smallarmssurvey.org.

Small Arms Survey
Maison de la Paix, Chemin Eugène-Rigot 2E, 1202 Geneva, Switzerland
t +41 22 908 5777 e info@smallarmssurvey.org

CARICOM IMPACS is the coordinating and implementation arm of the Region’s multilat-
eral crime and security management architecture, specifically designed to administer a 
collective response to the crime and security priorities of its Member States. Its members 
comprise fifteen (15) CARICOM Member States and five (5) Associate Members. CARICOM 
IMPACS comprises the Headquarters which is located in Trinidad and Tobago and two sub- 
Agencies, the Joint Regional Communications Centre (JRCC) and the Regional Intelligence 
Fusion Centre (RIFC).

CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and Security
19 Keate Street, Port of Spain, Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
Office: 1-(868)-235-5511 Fax No.:  1-(868)-627-3064 Email: secretariat@carimpacs.org 
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