
CHAPTER 3

Weapons Identi�cation: 
Small Arms
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Image 3.1 A Soviet Baikal PM 9 × 18 
mm self-loading pistol

Image 3.2 A Belgian C.F. Galand 12 × 
15.5 mm revolver

Source: N.R. Jenzen-Jones/ARES Source: N.R. Jenzen-Jones/ARES

Figure 3.6 Typical arrangement of a modern self-loading pistol, showing some internal 
components
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sImage 3.14 A Belgian FN Herstal Minimi Para 5.56 × 45 mm LMG

Note: This type of LMG is referred to in US military service as a �squad automatic weapon�. 
Source: N.R. Jenzen-Jones/ARES

Image 3.15 A British L86A2 5.56 × 45 mm LMG

Note: This type of LMG is referred to in British military service as a �light support weapon�. 
Source: N.R. Jenzen-Jones/ARES 
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Note: (a) A wooden �full-stock� fore-end on a Turkish conversion of a French Berthier ModŁle 1907-15 bolt-action ri�e; 
(b) A wooden handguard on a Serbian Zastava M76 self-loading ri�e (note gas tube above barrel); (c) A wooden laminate 
handguard on a Russian SVD self-loading ri�e (note gas tube above barrel); (d) A wooden �slab-style� handguard on an 
Israeli IMI Galil ARM self-loading ri�e (note gas tube above barrel, and stowed carrying handle and bipod); (e) A polymer 
fore-end on a Russian AN-94 self-loading ri�e (note gas tube below barrel and unusual muzzle device); (f) A polymer 
fore-end and metal �outrigger� barrel support on a British L86A1 LMG (note the stowed bipod); (g) A metal �quad-rail� 
fore-end (featuring accessory rails at the 12, 3, 6, and 9 o�clock positions) on a German Heckler & Koch HK416D 
self-loading ri�e. 
Sources: N.R. Jenzen-Jones/ARES; Small Arms Survey
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sImage 3.23 Examples of muzzle attachments (continued)

Note: (d) A compensator/�ash suppressor on a Soviet AKM self-loading ri�e; (e) A �bird cage� style �ash suppressor on a 
Swiss SIG SG 540 series self-loading ri�e; (f) A �modi�ed bird cage� �ash suppressor on a Spanish CETME AMELI LMG 
(note also folding bipod); (g) A �three-prong� type �ash suppressor �tted to a Belgian FN Herstal SCAR-H; (h) A �stand-off� 
muzzle brake/breaching device on a Russian Saiga-12 series self-loading shotgun; (i) An integral grenade- 
launching spigot muzzle on a Chinese Type 81 self-loading ri�e. 
Sources: N.R. Jenzen-Jones/ARES; Small Arms Survey
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sImage 3.28 Non-disintegrating and disintegrating machine gun belts

Image 3.29 Left- and right-side views of a typical belt feed mechanism, including top 
cover, in this case an FN Herstal Minimi LMG

Note: (a) Non-disintegrating belt (7.62 × 39 mm cartridges in a belt used by the Soviet RPD LMG); (b) Disintegrating belt 
and links (7.62 × 51 mm cartridges in M13 links, as used by the American M240 general-purpose machine gun, for example). 
Source: Jack Dutschke/ARES

Source: N.R. Jenzen-Jones/ARES
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Image 3.44 Country marking on a Yugoslavian Zastava Arms M48A bolt-action ri�e

Note: The marking shows the Federal People�s Republic of Yugoslavia crest.
Source: N.R. Jenzen-Jones/ARES

Image 3.45 A Russian Mosin Nagant ri�e marked on the top of the receiver in Russian 
(Cyrillic script), but manufactured in Châtellerault, France

Source: McCollum (2014b)
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Image 3.63 Manufacturer markings on magazines

Note: (a) IZHMASH and (b) Arsenal JSCo markings on Russian and Bulgarian AK-pattern 7.62 × 39 mm magazines, 
respectively.
Source: Holger Anders

a b

Image 3.64 Partial serial number 
stamped on the bottom of a Romanian 
TTC 7.62 × 25 mm magazine

Source: N.R. Jenzen-Jones/ARES

Image 3.65 Different manufacturer 
markings on three detachable box 
magazines for the Danish Hovea m/49 
SMG

Note: These magazines show different construction tech-
niques, metal �nishes, and fonts used for the marking �36�. 
Source: N.R. Jenzen-Jones/ARES
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Image 3.67 Packaging crate from Belgian weapons documented in Libya

Source: Con�dential/ARES

Image 3.68 Markings on a crate delivered to Qadda�-era Libya from North Korea

Note: Markings in the top right-hand image indicate that the crate contained �Parts of bulldozer�, when it in fact contained 
a 122 mm high-explosive fragmentation (HE-FRAG) artillery rocket. Small arms are also sometimes packaged in a similar 
fashion. 
Source: Con�dential/ARES 
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Image 3.69 Delivery documentation (packing list) for Russian AK-103-2 self-loading 
ri�es delivered to Libya

Source: Jenzen-Jones (2016c) 

Exporter

Consignee

Contract 
number 
and date

Packing list 
number

Order 
number 
and date

Quantity  
of exported 
items

Signatures and 
inspectors� stamps

Serial 
numbers 
of ri�es

Exported 
items

Packaging markings
Date of packing list





A
 G

ui
de

 to
 th

e 
Id

en
ti�

ca
tio

n 
of

 S
m

al
l A

rm
s 

an
d 

Li
gh

t W
ea

po
ns

H
an

db
oo

k

130


